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OPENING INVOCATION: 
The following translation is taken from the temple of Aset (Isis) and used here to open our study of the main 

text. The full translation of the invocation was presented in Lesson One course entitled Teaching of the Temple 

of Aset. Original translation ©2015 Dr. Muata Ashby 

As a matter of context it is useful to know the place where this scripture would have been studied in ancient times. The 

center of worship of Aset (Isis) in ancient times was the temple of Aset. There were some main large temple complexes 

dedicated to Aset but other Aset worship centers have been discovered throughout Egypt and around the ancient world 

including Greece, Italy and other parts of Europe. One of the main centers of worship in ancient times was the temple of 

Aset at Pilak or Philae island in the south of Egypt. 

Figure 1: Temple of Aset at Pilak 
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Figure 2: Opening Invocation from the Temple of Aset 

 

 

Dua ent Aset, Hetheru Mut Neter 

Adoration to she, Isis Hathor mother of the Divinine Self 

Nebt pet Henut, Abot ityt neteru 

Mistress of Abaton1, queen of gods and goddesses 

  

                                                           
1
 Greek period reference to Abot or the island of the Temple of Isis Complex 
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FOREWORD TO THE NEW TRANSLATION 
The following is an extended translation of the same sections of the text that were presented in the 2007 
Neterian Conference in Atlanta Ga. The present volume contains a complete text translation of the entire 
hieroglyphic scripture known as the Myth of Ra and Aset, currently housed in the Turin Museum in Turin Italy. 

 EXTENDED TRANSLATION: 

This present volume constitutes an extended translation of the text, meaning that the previous translations by 
Dr. Ashby have not only ben revised but also expanded in such a way as to present more of the background 
research leading to the translations as well as presenting associated texts that bring greater depth to the study 
of the present main text. Therefore, this volume will have more notes and references than the previous works 
which were more designed for PowerPoint presentation media. 

The subject of the ancient Egyptian hieratic text was covered in Lesson 1 of the course entitled Teaching of the 

Temple of Aset and in the book Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphs for Beginners: Medtu Neter Divine Words by Dr. 

Muata Ashby. The following is a brief summary with excerpts from the book containing helpful points for the 

present study. 

The word “hieroglyph” comes from the Greek terms “hieros” (sacred) and “glypho” (inscriptions). 

The term was first used by Clement of Alexandria. In ancient times the classical Greek writer, Plutarch, 

stated in his rendition of the ancient Egyptian myth of Isis and Osiris that the ancient Egyptian language 

had 25 consonants.
2
 

The earliest known dated forms of hieroglyphic writing in Egypt have been dated by Egyptologists at 

3,400 B.C.E. The latest dated inscription in hieroglyphs was made on the gatepost of a temple at Philae in 

c. 394 A.C.E.
3
  

The formal hieroglyphic script was used extensively and mostly for formal inscriptions on 

the temple walls, coffins and tombs. In many inscriptions, the hieroglyphs are very painstakingly 

carved with much detail, in full color. In some uses they are rendered in simple outlines. For 

everyday usages and papyrus scriptures, the cursive hieroglyphic or the Hieratic scripts were 

used.
4
 

 

Figure 3: TRAINING OF SCRIBES - Figure: Ancient Egyptian School Copy book 

 
                                                           
2
 Book Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphs for Beginners by Dr. Muata Ashby 

3
 ibid 

4
 ibid 
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There were elementary schools where the basics of Medtu Neter were taught. It was one of the main 

subjects. Advanced training was given as the scribe worked as an apprentice. Training included laborious 

copying of texts which were considered “classics” and these included the wisdom text literature such as 

the teachings of Ptahotep and the Teachings of Ani. Training was first given in cursive hieroglyphic and 

then in hieratic and then also in formal hieroglyphic. An example of an ancient Egyptian exercise tablet, 

wherein the scribes were learning hieratic script, is given above.
 5
 

Figure 4: CURSIVE WRITING IN ANCIENT EGYPT 

The cursive practice of the written language influenced not so much the form of the hieroglyphic but 

the spellings and grammar of the hieroglyphic. These factors along with the actual penmanship of the 

scribes are some of the aspects that present substantial difficulty in understanding certain periods of 

writing. Examples of hieroglyphic are compared with two different periods of hieratic below:
 6
 

                                              

 

1- Middle Egyptian (Middle Kingdom), 2- New Egyptian (New Kingdom) 

Thus, the different periods of the writing can be correlated, but the styles and spelling forms of different 

periods make it necessary to specialize in the study of particular periods in order to understand and grasp 

the particularities of that period. Consequently, Egyptologists who may specialize in a particular period 

might be able to read most texts from that period, but could not read most texts of other periods without 

frequently consulting a dictionary for that period’s writings, because the words would appear differently 

from period to period, and there could also be some variation due to the penmanship of the scribe. So the 

hieroglyphic script did not change in form, but in grammar, but the cursive script had many changes in 

form and in grammar.
7
 

  

                                                           
5
 ibid 

6
 ibid 

7
 ibid 
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Old Kingdom Cursive Hieroglyphic Script
8
 (Also known as Cursive Hieroglyphic- most 

resembles the Hieroglyphic script)
9
 

Figure 5: Section of the Papyrus of Ani 

 

 

Middle Kingdom to Late Period Hieratic Script 

(Hieratic was a shorthand hieroglyphic script; it was used by the priests and priestesses.) 

 

Figure 6: Hieratic script sample from the Middle Kingdom period to the Coptic period (illustration -
Mercer, p. 2

) 

 

     Hieratic is an adaptation of the hieroglyphic for ease of use in writing non-monumental texts, 

especially those that involve extensive expositions of the philosophical teachings and myths on 

papyrus paper and other literary compositions; it was used since Pre-Dynastic times. This form 

of the script appears on various papyri known as “Coffin Texts” and “Book of the Dead,” i.e., Prt 

m Hru. This script developed into regional variants and period variants from the early period to 

the late period of ancient Egyptian history.
 10

  

Hieratic developed in succeeding levels of “cursiveness” from the Middle Kingdom to the Coptic Period. 

The development of cursive writing included a tendency to reduce the number of glyphs used. Many 

ancient Egyptian texts are written in hieratic, so Egyptologists transcribe them into hieroglyphic for easier 

study.
 11

 

 

 

  

                                                           
8
 ibid 

9
 Image from Egyptian Book of the Dead. E. W. Budge (1899)  

10
 ibid 

11
 ibid 
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PHOTOS OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT: 
The Following are photos of the original text which uses hieratic script, now housed at the Turin Museum in 

Turin, Italy. Photos ©2015 by Dr. Muata Ashby 

Figure 7: PHOTOS OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT of Story of Aset and Ra 
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Figure 8: PHOTOS OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT of Story of Aset and Ra 2 

 

Figure 9: PHOTOS OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT of Story of Aset and Ra 3 
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Figure 10: PHOTOS OF THE ORIGINAL TEXT of Story of Aset and Ra 4 
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MYTH OF ASET AND RA 
This present volume is not primarily a mythological study of the Myth of Aset and Ra, upon which the text is 
based. That study has occurred in and was recorded at the 2007 Neterian Conference and was included in 
Lesson 2 of the course entitled Teaching of the Temple of Aset, currently being offered at the Kemet 
University. Nevertheless, the myth is recounted in the text though that will not be the main focus of this 
current study. The focus of this current study is the hieroglyphic text itself and the sebait or philosophical 
teaching contained in it, that is within the mythological renderings. 

Figure 11: Slide from 2007 Neterian Conference 

 

 

The following summary of the myth is presented as reminder only. For a more detailed study go to Lesson 2 of 
the Teachings of the Temple of Aset course at Kemet University or to the 2007 Neterian Conference 
recordings and proceedings. 
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COMPENDIUM OF THE MYTH  

FROM THE BOOK MYSTERIES OF ISIS By Sebai Muata Ashby 

Figure 12: Cover from book Mysteries of Isis 

 

The following summary is a brief introduction to the most important spiritual scripture of the Temple of Aset 

and was studied by the initiates, priests and priestesses of her temple. To do so under the guidance of the temple 

sages is the act of following and remaining close to the Goddess as enjoined by the initiatic practice. This 

scripture and the detailed study of the hieroglyphic text is the central study in the Teachings of the Temple of 

Aset course. 

THE MYTH OF RA AND ASET 

This is the story of Ra and Aset. Ra is the Supreme Divinity. Ra is the source of all Creation. Ra is the essence of all 

life, fire, the gods and goddesses, men and women, beasts, cattle, reptiles, birds, fish and all objects in Creation. 

Ra’s names and forms are innumerable and un-knowable even by the gods and goddesses. Ra is so ancient that 

periods of one hundred and twenty-five years for human beings are like periods of a year for him. 

Behold the goddess Aset. She was living in the form of a woman in ancient times. She was knowledgeable in the 

words of power and the wisdom of the world. Aset had no desire for human existence. She was dispassionate 

towards human beings. She revered the state of the gods and goddesses and revered even more, the state of the 

spirits, because they were closer to the Divine. 

Aset meditated in her heart as follows, “Is it possible for me to become like Ra and to be the supreme monarch of all 

Creation by knowing the name of Ra?” 

One day as Ra made his entrance in the eastern horizon, a portion of his essence fell upon the earth. Aset took this 

and mixed it with earth and fashioned it into the form of a serpent. She left the serpent on the road which the great 

god traveled. The serpent bit Ra and caused him to become ill. He became so ill that the gods and goddesses feared 

he would die. Nobody could find an antidote to the serpent’s bite. 

  

http://www.templeofisis.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Mysteries-of-Isis-cover-2002.jpg
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Figure 13: Artist rendition from the Story of Aset and Ra 

 

Then Aset came along to speak to her father Ra and said: “What is this, Oh Divine Father? What is it? Hath a 

serpent shot his venom into thee? Hath a thing which thou has fashioned lifted up its head against thee? Verily it 

shall be overthrown by beneficent words of power, and I will make it to retreat in the sight of thy rays.” The holy 

god opened his month and said, “I was walking along the road and passing through the two lands which I myself had 

created, the two lands of my country, when I was bitten by a serpent which I did not see. I am colder than water, I 

am hotter than fire, all my members sweat, I myself quake, mine eye is unsteady. I cannot look at the heavens, and 

water forces itself on my face as in the time of the inundation." 

And Aset said to Ra, “Oh my Divine Father, tell me thy name, for whoever is able to pronounce his name liveth." Ra 

replied, "I am the maker of the heavens and the earth, I have knit together the mountains, and I have created 

everything which exist upon them. I am the maker of the waters (Primeval Ocean), and I have made Meht-ur to 

come into being; I have made the Bull of his Mother, and I have made the joys of love (love-making) to exist. I am 

the maker of heaven, and I have made to be hidden the two gods of the horizon, and I have placed the souls of the 

gods and goddesses within them. I am the being who opens his eyes and the light comes forth; I am the being who 

shuts his eyes and there is darkness. I am the being who gives the command, and the waters of Hapi (the Nile) burst 

forth. I am the being whose name the gods and goddesses know not. I am the maker of the hours and the creator of 

the days. I am the opener (i.e., inaugurator) of the festivals, and the maker of the floods of water. I am the creator of 

the fire of life whereby the works of the houses are caused to come into being. I am Kheper in the morning, Ra at the 

time of culmination (i.e., noon), and Temu in the evening." 

  

http://www.templeofisis.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/aset-and-ra-isis-and-ra-color-drawing-Aset-standing-over-body-of-Ra.jpg
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Figure 14: Images of Aset and Ra from historical Ancient Egyptian Iconography 

 

Even though Ra said these great and wonderful things the poison was not driven from its course, and the great god 

felt no improvement in his condition. Then Aset said to Ra, 

“Among the things which you have said to me thy name has not been mentioned. Oh declare it unto me and the 

poison shall come forth for the person who hath declared his name shall live.” Then Ra said, “I will allow myself to 

be searched through by Aset, and my name shall come forth from my body and go into hers." Then the divine one 

hid himself from the gods and goddesses, and the throne in the Boat of Millions of Years was empty. And it came to 

pass that when it was the time for the heart to come forth [from the god], she said unto her son Heru: "The great god 

is bound by an oath to give his two eyes." Thus, the great god yielded up his name, and Aset, the Great Lady of 

enchantments, said, "Flow on, poison, and come forth from Ra; let the Eye of Horus come forth from the god and 

illumine all things outside of his mouth. I have worked, and I make the poison to fall on the ground, for the venom 

has been mastered. Verily the name hath been taken away from the great god. Let Ra live, and let the poison die; and 

if the poison live then Ra shall die. And similarly, a certain man, the son of a certain man, shall live and the poison 

shall die." These were the words which spoke Aset, the Great Lady, the mistress of the gods, and she had knowledge 

of Ra in his own name. The above words shall be said over an image of Temu, Heru-Hekennuu, Aset or Heru. 

Figure 15: Images of Statues of Aset and Ra 

  

  

http://www.templeofisis.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Aset-color2-72.jpg
http://www.asarucollege.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Isis-and-Ra-Aset.png
http://www.templeofisis.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Aset-color2-72.jpg
http://www.templeofisis.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Ra.jpg
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SCRIPTURE OF THE MYTH OF ASET AND RA12 
 

V1  

1-     Ra                n                Neter               Neterty13                                  kheperu          djesf                         ari 

2- Words14           of         Divinity             dual divinity                               Creator               self            doer/maker 

3-This scripture is about a Divinity who possesses dual consciousness, who is Creator of itself & creator  

V2  

  1- pet                               ta                               mau                                                n                  ankh15                khet16 

 2- heaven                       earth                           breath                                            of                    life                   fire 

3-of heaven and earth and the life force that enlivens Creation, the life giving fire that enlivens everything. 

V3  

1-Neteru                     remteju                    autu17                      menmenu                                djedftu 

2-Gods and goddesses,  men and women, animals,                cattle                                        reptiles 

3-Creator of the gods and goddesses, of men and women and all four legged creatures, cattle and animals of 
the farm and all forms of reptiles that crawl the earth, 

  

                                                           
12

 – Translation by Muata Ashby ©2015-2016 

13
 Neterty –  divinity possessing dual consciousness, possessing two eyes-of Heru and Ra [moon and sun] i.e. 

time and space/transcendental insight, relative/absolute, physical, non-physical  
14

 Chapter, writings, document. 

15
 seruy -breath of life  two nostrils and symbol of fire / Nafu n ankh “air/wind of life”  as in 

the air that Aset blew on the body of Asar to revive him. 

16
 Akhut –spirit fire  

17
 Autu- Four legged animals - , aut -person who is beatlike  
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V4  

1-  apedu             remu                                            suten                    remteju                     neteru                 m 

 2- birds                fish.                                             Royal Lord  (of)  people     (&)  gods and goddesses     in  

3-flying creatures and creatures of the sea as well. This God is king over people and also of gods and 
goddesses in            

V5  

1-cheru18               ua                    hentyu                                   er               renpetu           asha          renu 

2-condition/existing oneness   periods 120 years   (are)  as to(like)        years              many        names 

3-a form of oneness whereby it experiences periods of 120 years as though they are one year, who has many 
names which are 

V6  

1-an                rech                  pefy                              an              rech                     pefy                            neteru 

2-not           known                 this (being).                Not             known        this (being) (to) gods and goddesses 

3-which are not know.    The names are not known even to the gods and goddesses! 

 

V7  

1-Astu          Aset                   m                       zet                      saa                                    n 

2-Consider  Isis                   form                woman                   wise                              about 

3-Look, here comes Isis in the form of a physical woman who is also expert on the subject of 

  

                                                           

18
 secher –condition, state, plan of being 

Note 1 

Aset 

Listened 
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Figure 16: Review-Listening Reflection and Meditation from 2007 Neterian Conference 
 

 

 

V8  

1-djedu                           kha - k                           ab19     z                er                hehu                    m 

2-words                          repudiating      heart              hers          about          millions              forms 

3-writings about worldly subjects. With all that understanding about worldly affairs, her heart was 
disappointed, even sick (disgusted) in heart about the millions of manifestations called 

 

  

                                                           
19

 Other usages: despicable, accursed, foe, enemy,  - form of Apep 

Note 2 

Aset 

Reflections 

begin 
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Figure 17: Review- The Heart in Ancient Egyptian Metaphysical Philosophy-from 2014 Neterian Conference 

 

 

Figure 18: Review-PMH Chap 30 -Heart as Cause of Incarnation 
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Figure 19: Review- Cause of formation of negative aryu-from 2014 Neterian Conference 
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